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This report presents the results ah online panel survey df013 members ofhe New
Zealandpublicconducted from 10 to 16 June 20IPhe results have begpostweighted by
region genderand age

Child povertyin NZ

The scale of the problem
Eighty percent agreed that child poverty is a problem in New Zealand
1 A quarter (24%) said thgersonally know o& child or children living in poverty.

If the assumed number afhildren living in poverty in New Zealand is 285,000 then many
respondents underegtated the scale of the problem, whilefifih were unsure (22%).

1 Only eight percent indicated they thought the number of children living in pgvert
New Zealand was betvea 200,001 to G0,000.

1 Half @9%) thought the number was less than 100,000.

Respondents were asked t@ame any organisation thahey know of, that addresses child
poverty in New Zealand.

1 There was highest awareness of the Salvation Army (16%) and Kid234).
1 Three percent mentioned CPAG unprompted.

Primarycauses
Opinion was evenly divided on the primary cause of child poverty in New Zealand:
1 Forty percent said it was due to economic factors including unemployment, low
wages and rising living costs.

> The evetincreasing monthly power bills that the government won't regulate or force down.
The evetincreasing cost of food, which largely went up because of oil company and
supermarket greed (most prices should have dropped back down by now, but thaytha
But, most of all, the low incomes families receive (whether through work or social welfare),
despite all these rising costs.

1 Another forty percent thought child poverty was caused by bad parenting choices;
neglect,lack of budgeting, and not priibising children ahead of spending on alcohol,
smokes, drugs etc.

> t I NByda yS3t SOlAy dhotsgertlihgNdonzi dnfndtesBtEQ Wot gyiSgIHieia
children enough love/attention, not educating them well enough to break out of the cycle.

Aroundone in ten attributed child poverty to:

Systemic failures and lack of government support (12%)
Lack of educatiog uneducated parents (9%)

People having too many children for them to support (8%)

Systemic failures benefits are aimed at adults, not idren. Blanket funding for all children
with food (school lunches) and medical care (through schools) would go a long way.

> Uneducated parents, drug parents, selfish parents, or unskilled parents without a job, or young
parents too young to be a parent.

vV =a =4 A

> Canbination of factors.... deadbeat parents, government policies;@atsing companies...
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The consequences
Respondents mentioned multiple consequences of poverty:
1 Almost half (48%) mentioned that poor health and sickness are a conseqtmnce
children livng in poverty
f TwoFAFOIKA o6no20 aFAR LROSNIE AYLIOGa 2y
it harder for them to fulfil their potential leading to decreased empl@mh
opportunities in the future

1 A quarter (27%) commented that poverty can leadatui-social behavior including
violence and crime

1 A fifth (20%) were concerned that poverty can lead to hungry childred a
malnutrition.

Signs of pverty
Almost all said theignsfor a child living in povertwould be that the child:
1 Lacks food, adagate clothing and other basic essentials (97%)

Other signs of a child living in poverty perceived as almost as siverreg
1 Going to school without breakfast or lun¢B3%)

9 Parents or caregivers who can't afford to take them to the doctor when they afe si
or buy them medicine§92%)

9 Lives in cold and damp housi(@2%)

Personal experience

A quarter (24%) said theyersonally know oé child or children living in povertylhis group
wasasked which of a list of factors wetiee main reasons why thehdd they know lives in
poverty.

1 The main reason given was an abusive immediate environmegt)7

1 This wadollowed by the high cost of living (63%), unemployed parents or caregivers
(63%) and not spending money wisel2{)

Government and media attentiorpaid to child poverty

T Despite less than two fifth38%)indicating that &ild poverty in New Zealand ranks
among the worst in the developed woritis still viewed as an important issue.

1 Three quarters (75%) agreed thdtild poverty is an important isguin New Zealand
and a fifth (B%) agreed thecurrent government is doing enough to address child
poverty in New Zealah

1 Thirty percent agreed that child poverty in New Zealand is taken very seriously by the
current government, and a fifth £6) havefull trust and confidence in this
government reducing child poverty in New Zealand

1 Nearly half (46%) agreed that child poverty in New Zealand is getting plenty of media
attention, and twofifths agreed what they have seen and heard in the media has
greatly nfluenced their thinking about child poverty (39%).

Prepared byMM Research’ 2
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New Zealanders' Views on Child Poverty in New Zealand

Auckland

73% agree child povertyis a problem

72% itis animportantissue

30% taken very seriously by current Govt.

31% amongst the worst in the developed world

27% havefull T & Cin this Govt. reducing child poverty
21% current Govt is doingenough

Rest of NI

79% agree child povertyis a problem

75% itis animportantissue

32% taken very seriously by current Govt.

37% amongst the worst in the developed world
22% havefull T & Cin this Govt. reducing child poverty
21% current Govt is doingenough

Lower NI

84% agree child povertyis a problem

77% itis animportantissue

31% taken very seriously by current Govt.

41% amongst the worst in the developed world

17% havefull T & Cin this Govt. reducing child poverty
15% current Govt is doingenough

South Island

85% agree child povertyis a problem

78% itis an importantissue

29% takenvery seriously by current Govt.

44% amongstthe worst in the developed world

) 20% have full T & Cin this Govt. reducing child poverty
19% current Govt is doingenough

Promptedawareness ofinterventions
Respondents were shown a list interventions or programmes aimed at reducing child
poverty in New Zealandnd asked wwich they were aware of. Only six percehad not
heard of any.
1 Public awareness was highest for the free milk in scho@%o0)8and freedoctor
visits(80%)for children under 6 (increasing to 13 from July 2015

1 More than twothirds (69%) were aware of the KidsCan programmes, and almost
three-fifths (58%) had heard ahiprovements to housing like subsidised insulation

1 Only ten percent were aware oflaptingthe Commissioner for Children's Report

Women were more likely than men to be amgeof free milk in schools, feedoctor visits and
KidsCan.

Prepared byMM Research’ 3
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Perceptions opNE I NJ ¥¢fieé&ivetess

The majority thought all the programmes and interventions listed were somewhat effective
at reducing child poverty, but the standout programme is free doctor visits.

1 Almost all (92%) said thatefe doctor visitdor children under 6 (increasing to 13 from
July 2015)@re effective at reducing child poverty, and over half (52%) thought free
R20OU0U2NJ grarda FINBE aOSNE STFTSOUAQSE®

Programmes/interventions TOTAL very Somewhat
9 EFFECTIVE effective effective

Free doctor isits for children under o o o

6 (increasing to 13 from July 2015] 92% 52% 40%

Most aware of the following programmes said they are effective, but more thought they are
Gaz2YSoKIG STFSOUADBSE NIGKSNI GKIFYy a@SNE STFSOi

Programmes/interventions TOTAL very Somewhat
g EFFECTE/ effective effective

KidsCan programmes donating 88% 33% 5506

shoes and raincoats

Vquntee_r_s helping in schools and 88% 28% 60%

communities

Targeting business to help provide 83% 18% 65%

food

Imprqv_eme_nts tq housing like 82% 28% 54%

subsidised insut&on

Openaccess or targetedpgrammes

Members of thepublicwere askedvhetherfour specificorogrammedfree milk, free doctor
visits, subsidised insulation, and tax credghpuld be universallgpplicableto all children
in New Zealandr only o certain defined target groups.

The majority thought twgrogrammesshould be universally applicable to all children:
1 FRee doctor visits for children under 187%)
1 Free milk in schook§4%)

Whereas opinion was divided on the other two betwaée programmes being universally
applicable or only applicable to a defined target group:

1 Improvements to housing like subsidised insulati@é% said universal, and6%
targeted)

1 Tax credits for families with young childréti% said universal, and 46%rgeted)

Agreement with tax ncreases

Respondents were asked to indicdtee extent to whichthey agreal or disagred that ff
reducing child poverty in New Zealand means that we all need to pay more tax, theyld
agree or disagree with this?

Opinion wa divided; over a third agreed that reducing child poverty means we all need to
pay more tax (36%), but slightly more disagreed (38%), and a quarter were undecided (26%
YySdziN}¥ £ 2NJ R2y Qi 1y2600®
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The Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) is an indeperutharity working to eliminate child
poverty in New Zealand through research, education and advocacy.

CPAG was formed in 1994 out of deep concern for the rising level of poverty in New Zealand
and its effects on children. CPAG has approximately 2,000b®mes and supporters across
New Zealand including leading academics, doctors, teachers, health workers, community
workers business peopland many other people concerned about the poorest children in
New Zealand societyThere are branches in Whangareiuckland, Wellington and
Christchurch. CPAG also works closely with other-ftdldsed organisations.

CPAG works to produce evidence about the causes and effects of poverty on children and
their families. It looks carefully at how Government policiesaf@hildren. CPAG publishes
reports, makes submissions and condustisallscale research projects achieve its goals.
However, CPAG has never commissioned any public research into New Ze&sttitstes
towards child poverty.

Thechallenge

While it YAIKG o6S arAR /t!D KFa 322R Sy2dzZAK YS
LISNDSLIiA2ya FNRdzyR OKAfR LROGSNIe Ay !'20SIFNRI:
back this up. There has never been any research commissioned to form base line data and

enabler GNBYyR Fylfeara 2F LIS2LX SQa dzyRSNREGI yRAY 3

Theopportunity

Child Poverty is one of the top five election issues this gedong with education, health,
wages and jobs. It ranks humber two issue for Labour/Greernryated fourth for National
voters. It appears, New Zealanders are becoming concerned about the extent of child
poverty and realize the extent (and cost) of the damage it causes. Now is a perfect time to
keep the conversation going.

CPAGommissionedMMResS | NO K n (i 2reséscll fudisQaiexplore New Zealanders
understanding and attitudes towardshild poverty in this countryThey want to find out

Who believes What? in terms of perceptions, ideas, realities and stereotypes we have about
child poverty.

2.1 ResearclObjectives
Themainobjectives of this survey are

f To obtain robust base line data arounéwZealande& Q dzy RSNEGF yRAYy 3 | yR
to child poverty in Mw Zealand

1 To enable attitudes to be measured over time

1 To provide a trend analysivertime

1 To understand Who believes Whatlemographic splits

1 The research should help clarify audience groups with different attitutiesd
therefore become a solid foundation for targeted marketing and communications
campaigns

Prepared byMM Research’ 5
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2.2 ResearciMethodology

This resarch was conducted as an online panel survey of the general public. Respondents
were randomly selected from the Research Now pamel invited to participateThe survey
was designed to be representative of thewlZealandpublic aged 1§earsor older.

The survey consisted largely of multiple choice and rating scale based questions aimed at
uncovering the New Zealand pul@iaunderstanding of, beliefs about and attitudes to child
poverty in New Zealand These were complemented kipur open text questionsthat
allowed respondents

9 to recall organisations thaddress child poverty here
T to detail their views on the causes and consequences of child poveNgw 2aland

I to addanyfinal comments

The comments receivedere quite varied and wide ranging inrtas of the views they
express. Thehave been grouped into key themes to aid analysis.

A total 0f1013 surveys were completed and processed to provide the estimates presented
in this report. The nationalresults have been weighted Bherritorial Local Atlnority (TLA)
gender and age groupp represent the population distribution from the 2013 Census data.
(NB:Weights have not been applied tbe verbatim comment theme}

Noteson Statistical Tests and Margins of Error

1 T-tests have been applied to exdne the apparent reporting differences between the
various subpopulations.

1 We believe that these tests provide valuable indicative information on which of the
apparent differences are likely to presentthe real world.

1 We believe it is reasonable tose the calculated Maximum Margin of Error (95% ClI,
50% prevalence) associated with a sample of 1@181%) as a guide to the likely
reliability of the esimates contained in this report.

Prepared byMM Research’ 6
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2.3 Sample Profile

n

%

%

Unweighted Unweighted | Weighted
Region
Auckland 267 26% 33%
Lower NI 287 28% 23%
Rest of NI 187 18% 20%
South Island 272 27% 24%
Territorial Local Authority
Auckland 267 26% 33%
Canterbury 149 15% 13%
Gisborne 7 1% 1%
Hawke's Bay 39 4% 4%
ManawatuWanganui 55 5% 5%
Marlborough 11 1% 1%
Nelson 11 1% 1%
Northland 35 3% 3%
Otago 63 6% 5%
Southland 21 2% 2%
Taranaki 30 3% 3%
Tasman 11 1% 1%
Waikato 94 9% 9%
Wellington 163 16% 11%
West Coast 6 1% 1%
Bay of Plenty 51 5% 6%
Gender
Female 520 51% 52%
Male 493 49% 48%
Age Group
18- 24 years old 179 18% 13%
25- 34 years old 140 14% 16%
35-44 years old 192 19% 18%
45 - 54 years old 185 18% 19%
55+ years old 317 31% 34%
Annual Household Incom
Under $20,000 107 11% 10%
$21,000 to $4M00 240 24% 23%
$41,000 to $60,000 200 20% 20%
$61,000 to $80,000 180 18% 19%
$81,000 to $100,000 100 10% 10%
Over $100,000 186 18% 18%
All NZ 1013 100% 100%

Prepared byMM Research"

July 2014

CHiLD
POVERTY
ACTION
GROUP



CHiLD
Report:New ZealandegAttitudes to Child Poverty POVERTY

ACTION

GROUP

3. RESULTS ANBNDINGS

These results are based on an online survey of 1013 members ofetheZaland public,
aged 18 or older.

3.1 Perceptions of Child Poverty in NZ

Is child poverty perceived to be aroblem?
Eighty percensaidthat child poverty isx problem in New Zealand

From what you know or have heard, is child poverty
a problem in New Zealand?

M Yes
M No

H Don't
know

Demographic variations
The groups whavere lesslikely to say thathild povertyis a problemwere:

T Men
1 People living in Auckland

Is child poverty a problem in New Zealand?

Yes No Don't Know
South Island 85% 8% 7%
Lower NI 84% 12% 4%
Rest of NI 7% 17% 4%
Auckland 73% 16% 11%
Female 81% 10% 8%
Male 78% 17% 6%
All NZ 80% 13% 7%
Prepared byMM Research" 8
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The zale of the problem
If the assumed number of children living in poverty in New Zealand is 285,000 then many

respondents underestimated the scale of the problemhile afifth were unsure (22%).

1 Onlyeight percent indicated they thought the number of children living in pgvart
New Zealand was between 200,001 t@03000.

1 Half @9%) thought the number wdsss than 100,000

From what you have heard or read,
how many children do you think live in poverty in New Zealand?

24%

Less than 50,000

50,000 to 100,000 25%

13%

100,001 to 200,000

200,001 to 300,000 -
B

4%

l

8%

300,001 to 400,000

More than 400,000

i.J

Don't know 23%

Prepared byMM Research’
July 2014
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3.2 Awareness of Organisations that AddresddCRoverty in NZ

Respondents were asked t@ame any organisation thahey know of, that addresses child
poverty in New ZealandThere was highest awareness of the Salvation Army (16%) and
KidsCan (12%). Three percent mentioned CPAG unprompted.

Organisaions mentioned (unprompted) %
Salvation Army 16%
KidsCan 12%
CYFs 4%
CPAG 3%
School breakfast/lunches (Kickstart: Sanitarium/Fonterra 3%
C_hurches (Presbyterian 'Supp_ort., Anglican _Servicgs, St _ 3%
Vincent de Paul, Methodist Mission, Catholic Social &sYi
Barnardos 2%
The government (MSD/Social Welfare) 2%
WINZ 2%
Red Cross 2%
Unicef, World vision, Oxfam, Child Fund, Amnesty 2%
City Missions (Wellington, Auckland, Christchurch, Anglic 1%
Save the Children 1%
Meridian 1%
Variety club 1%
Plunket 1%
Food banks <1%
Office of the Children's Commissioner <1%
Birthright <1%
TV3/Campbell Live <1%
Tip Top <1%
Political parties (Labour, Greens, Mana <1%
Maori/Some Iwi providers <1%
Otherorganisations (varied) 5%
None do 2%
Don't know 54%
Total 1013
Prepared byMM Research" 10

July 2014



CHiLD
Report:New ZealandegAttitudes to Child Poverty POVERTY

ACTION

GROUP

3.3 Perceptions of the Causes of Child Poverty

The public were asked to write (unprompted) what they thinkhis primary causef child
poverty in New Zealand. The comments have been grouped into broad themésple
themes mentioned bymindividual havell beentreated separately).

Opinion was evenly divided on the primary cause of child poverty in New Zealand:
1 Forty percent said it was due to economic factors including unemployment, low
wages and rising living costs.

1 Another forty percent thought child poverty was caused bgd parenting choices;
neglect, lack of budgeting, and not prioritising children ahead of spending on
alcohol, smokes, drugs etc.

In your opinion, what do you think is the primary cause of child poverty in New Zealand?

Economic factors: Lack of jobs/money/low wages/high cost
of living/widening gap between rich and poor

40%

Bad parenting/choices: neglect, not prioritising children, not
budgeting, spending on alcohol, smokes, drugs etc.

40%

Systemic failures/lack of government support:
benefits/housing/political issues

Lack of education/uneducated parents

Having too many children/not able to support, unplanned
preghancies/single parents

Other comments (no parents/cultural factors/giving money
to churches/ill health)

Don't know

The perception that child poverty is caused by badepting choices appears to increase
with age:

AGE ‘18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55+ ‘ All Nz

Child poverty caused by
bad parenting/choices

‘ 29% 37% 35% 42% 50% ‘ 40%

Some examples of the comments follow.

Prepared byMM Research" 11
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Economic factors: Lack of jobs/money/low wagesgih cost of living/widening gap
between rich and poor

> Adult poverty, in a system the does not support its most vulnerable. We live In a society where
we want more more, more, our society creates a mind set of "why should | give someone else
some of min&' While the richer among us in New Zealand continue to get richer and richer.
We should not judge our country by how many of us are successful or wealthy. We should
judge our society by how we look after those who are the most vulnerable, the people with
nothing who are suffering. While our government officials make more money per week than
some of these people would see ever.

> The eveiincreasing monthly power bills that the government won't regulate or force down.
The eveiincreasing cost of food, whichrtgely went up because of oil company and
supermarket greed (most prices should have dropped back down by now, but they haven't).
But, most of all, the low incomes families receive (whether through work or social welfare),
despite all these rising costs.

> High cost of living, low wages, no work.
> Poor wages, poor housing, poor parenting.
> The lack of a living wage for their parents.

> The increasing gap between rich and poor, worse than just about anywhere in the western
world per capita. We have socialism foetrich and capitalism for the poor, think about it.

Bad parenting/choices: neglect, not prioritising children, not budgeting, spending on
alcohol, smokes, drugs etc

> Drugs, Booze and Family Violence.
> Parents are too lazy to work or would rather spendrtheoney on vices like smokes or drugs.

> Predominantly parents spending money on other things like alcohol, cigarettes, huge
televisions etc. | do believe there are some that do not, but people need to budget better.

> Parents neglecting theld K A f RedS A& dpending money on necessities, not giving their
children enough love/attention, not educating them well enough to break out of the cycle.

> NZis a country with a good welfare system. Real poverty does not exist compared with third
world countriesChildren unfortunately suffer from poor home situations where adults make
poor choices that affect the whole family.

> From what I've seen and experienced the leading factor is drugs/mental health.
> Lazy parents with poor judge of priorities.

> Living in experge city like Auckland with low wages or only benefit. Unfortunately in my
experience some of the child poverty where | live is parents who have their child/children at
the bottom of the priority list, and/or don't seem to have budgeting skills. HRn@trhand
knowledge | have seen a child go shoeless, and in dirty rags while the mother and boyfriend
smoked and drank. When | tried to do something about it | was told that the problem is all
too common, and at least she was not being physically abused.

> Paental ignorance of a child's basic needs and requirements, as well as social behaviours (on
the parent's part) which detract from providing basic necessities for their children, e.g.
gambling, addiction to drugs and alcohol, cultural issues etc.

> Parentalirresponsibility. Lack of parenting skills. People on benefits screwing the system and
it affects those who genuinely need help. Cost of living going up, the government doesn't care
about people on low incomes.

> Parental non budgeting. Parents wanting evbhigg brand new and not willing to wait until
they can actually afford things, unable to say no to their children and /or explaining why

Prepared byMM Research’ 12
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something cannot be had at that time, smoking /drinking rising cost of food especially milk
and meat and fish, fuel ctss

Parents not knowing how to look after the children they have, they thitk®@@ important
to have their cigarettes and alcohol than feed and clothe their children.

Parents who struggle to make ends meet and spend what they have on booze and egyarett
instead of food for the family!

Poor parenting; the welfare benefit gives adequate income to cover basic needs but the
parents end up spending the income on smokes, alcohol, gambling, and other luxuries such as
Sky TV. It's the behaviour of the pareatsl elders that put children at risk. Their desire for
goods and services far outweigh their means. The inability to budget, be patient and conserve
wealth is not due to a lack of education but the inability of controlling their desires. In
addition, Isuppose the high unemployment (probably due to lack of jobs), high living costs for
basics, and high costs of services such as education puts a lot of stress on families.

Systemic failures/lack of government support: housing/political issues

>

Systemic failres- benefits are aimed at adults, not children. Blanket funding for all children
with food (school lunches) and medical care (through schools) would go a long way.

Lack of government recognition of any poverty problem, as we are supposed to be a first
world country. Also, negation of prejudices in NZ society that lead to some minorities or
marginalisednembers of society into lesser paid jobs and employment discrimination.

Poor Govtpolicy.... we are too ruled by election year rotations; we need to lram the
Scandinaviarcountries. Our PM believes he is an expert because he grew up in a state
house.... big difference from living in state home with working and healthy and safe family
than what most of our families live like in state homes today.

Combination of factors.... deadbeat parents, government policies,-coting companies...

Lack of education in relation to parenting. Lack of education in teens regarding pregnancy and
the reality of child rearing. No programmes to support teens and youngngamwhen this

does occur. Lack of employmeMinimum wage does not support and should be a living
wage. The continuance of parents on benefits that continue to have children and remain on a
benefit A system that supports people on benefits that havemention of looking further

than government support. It should be a hand up not a hand out. The lack of affordable
housing that is well maintained, the government would be at the bottom of that list. The lack
of support for those that are looking to bettthemselves. The realism that we consider the
middle class are also struggling to provide the basics with working parents/parent. Lack of
parenting skills. Schools have now become social working agencies asGuoefernment
spending is not addressirige issue and yet we continue to still do the same things.

Lack of support from government for whanau.

Not enough support for the family. | think it is very hard for children to 'break the cycle', i.e.
poor families will probably not be able to afford edtion for their children, therefore they
might remain in poverty throughout their lives. Additionally to that there may be problems
like alcoholism and drug abuse and other issues associated with poverty, making it even
harder to change life circumstances.

Our economic system debt driven money systems and the banking system in general.
Government policy that favours business and the wealthy. A welfare system that penalises
those who use it.

Lack of education/uneducated parents

> Parents with poor parentyg skills, this mixed with poor social skills, low wages due to lack of
attaining a proper education and having a low paying job. Children are in poverty because
their parents have failed them.
Prepared byMM Research’ 13
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> Lack of communication and education in parents about how igertheir childrer they are
doing what they themselves experienced, and don't know how to overcome the problems they
face.

> Uneducated parents, drug parents, selfish parents, or unskilled parents without a job, or
young parents too young to be a parent.

> Uneducated parents that do not think about the cost of feeding children as they get older and
have several children, the home cooking and veggie garden are of the past and the parents
are driven by child demand for fast quick foods that they can ill affardare convenient for
them to buy and fed the children quickly. Parents putting their needs ahead of the children
e.g. cigarettes, alcohptirugs purchased ahead of quality food.

> The affluent are always in a position to take most of the money, and\y. too many
landlords, too many persons who don't own their own home. And lack of real education about
financial matters from as early as secondary school. And 'CREDIT CARDS' should be illegal.
everyone is in debt. Except 4 me:).

Having too many childrefot able to support, unplanned pregnancies/single parents

> Unplanned pregnancy resulting in parents getting any entry level job they can to support their
child, however the wage is minimum and doesn't provide enough for the parent to provide for
the childwhen bills and rent come into play. Low wages and high tax isn't a great combo
either.

> Sex education for children and teens, as they are taught it is okay to have sex if you use
protection, however that is never 100% effective, which leads to them hahildgen, even
though they are unable to provide for their own needs, let alone another human beings needs.
Also selfishness on thel NBpgdrti Fo0 selfish to break addictive habits such as drinking and
smoking in order to save money so they can provatetheir children's needs over their
wants.

> Uneducated people that keep having kids. They don't know that "if you can't feed them, don't
breed them".

> Poor education. To a lesser degree: Overpopulatiendency of poor families to have too
many childrer(partially caused by religious beliefs about contraception).

> People have more children than they can afford to look after; they have poor budgeting skills;
poor home economic skills and live in areas where rents and property prices are too high and
employment is unavailable to them.

> Poor families having too many children to be able to support on the types of jobs they are able
to get due to their skills.

Other comments (icludes: No parents/cultural factors/giving money to churchesl/ill
health)

> Islanders $amoans etc.) sending all their money back home and leaving none for themselves
to live on.

> Low wages, betting, drinking, not managing money, people giving money to churches.

> Parents or family members dying.
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3.4 Consequencesf Povertyfor Childen

Members of the public were asked: Wit could be the consequences for a child living in
poverty?

Thi is obviously a complex issue, and many respondents mentioned multiple consequences
of poverty. These have been grouped into separate broad themes below.

1 Almost half (48%) mentioned that poor health and sickness are a consequence for
children living in poverty.

- Women (54%) were more likely than men (42%) to mention poor health.

f TwWoFAFOIKA oOono20 alAR LROSNI& AYLI Ola 2y OKAM
it harder for them to fulfil their potential leading to decreased employment
opportunities in the future.

- Women (48%) were more likely than men (38%) to mention the impact on education
and opportunities.

T A quarter (27%) commented that poverty can lead tdi-gocial behaviour including
violence and crime.

- Men (30%) were more likely than women (24%) to mention exposure to crime.

1 A fifth (20%) were concerned that poverty can lead to hungry children and
malnutrition.

- Women (26%) were more likely than men (14&onention hunger, as were younger
people (30% of those aged 18 to 24 years).

In your opinion, what could be the consequencesfor a child living in poverty?

Poor health/children die/development issues/poor mental
health/anger

Less education/achievement/opportunities/ learning
difficulties/unemployment in future

Exposure to crime/bad behaviour/violence
Hunger/malnutrition

Cycle of poverty/welfare dependency/bad for society
Neglect (e.g. lack of clothes/adequate housing)
Abuse (domestic/child)

Addictions (Drug/smoking/drinking issues)

Removing from parents/CYF care

Other

Don't know
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Poor health/children die/development issues/poor mental health/anger

> Higher death tolls becauseitdren will be starved of basic human rights, which leads to low
immune systems, being more susceptible to illnesses. Higher crime rates as the children will
grow up and begin stealing just to survive and be punished for it, so will become bitter
towards the correctional services and-ofend. More mental illnesses, such as depression,
seen in children and adults because they begin to believe it is their own fault that they don't
get the basic necessities of life.

> Death, failure to thrive, crime, iliness.

> Disease. Mental retardation. Alienation. Bitterness. réggion. Resorting to crime alnility to
get ahead. Perpetuation through future generations.

> Failing at school, always unwell, may die due to say rheumatic fever. Children left alone so
could fall pey to predators, children could involve themselves in crime i.e. stealing food.
Suicide.

> Health - infections, rheumatic fever and heart damage, ment&ll-being - feelings of
rejection, low selfvorth etc. Education low achievement through lack of sotieapital,
inability to feel included in school curricula and exduaricular activities.

> Health. Theft and a life of crime by joining a gang which provides them with some sense of
family and protection. Or success to get them out of their current tsilwaExamples, John
Key and John Banks.

> Many illness as not being feed properly or clothed properly especially in the winter. Also
education is not high on the parents agenda, so children are often not sent to school so
cannot read or write properly.

> Poorhealth and low selésteem causing effects that may well remain throughout its life
unless it be a truly gifted and quite remarkable child.

> Poor health due to substandard cheapest housing, and nutritional needs not being met due to
only being able to aff@ cheap low quality food, and increased stress levels. This will affect
the country's health expenditure in the future. Poor education through lack of resources at
home, and nutrition, and stress levels. This will affect the country's labour skills.

> Sickuneducated children who grow into demanding selfish greedy violent adults.

Less educationAchievement/opportunities/learning difficulties/ unemployment in future

> A lot more prone to sickness, missing school, unable to concentrate at school duedb lack
breakfast and lunch.

> Bad health, low education and no job prospects when they grow up.

> Badly educated children, more crime more and more poverty as these children grow up with
no hope.

> Because the parent(s) of a child or children have little or no mtreeghild/children have
little or no selfesteem, will go to school with hardly any clothes on & no shoes on get into
fights at school because of having no money for lunch or proper clothing especially in the
winter, then they will leave school withoutgmrer education, then turn to a life of crime.

> Learning difficulties for children who are hungry, health problems, a generation of children
who don't see any sort of future for themselves.

> Malnourished lack of opportunities for fun, enrichmeritealth careis neglected (due to lack
of money to attend medical appointments/pay for scripts) lack of choice for early childhood
poor clothing and footwear may be cold in winter does not get the opportunity to pursue

Prepared byMM Research’ 16
July 2014



CHiLD

Report:New Zealande@Attitudes to Child Poverty POVERTY

ACTION
GROUP

their passion or strengths e.g. a sport, hob#st, music, extrecurricular subject does not get

to schoolevery day(lack of transport.. maybe petrol low for a few days etc.) does not get
family holidaysdoes not have reading material, board games e&imple things at home to
occupy them on coldays etc. parents are stressed due to lack of money which impacts on
their social wetbeing.... .... the list goes on.

Never reaching their full potential. Poor education. tmaying jobs for the rest of their life.

Obviously if they live in poverty agbtonsequence is lost opportunities. Children could miss
out on educational or extraurricular opportunities which could help them in the future or
encourage them to work hard in the future in areas that they are good in. It could lead to a
cycle within he family because of how hard it is to escape the cycle of poverty. A worse
consequence of poverty is that the child may suffer abuse due to parents being stressed and
taking it out on the child.

Reinforcement of the cycle of so@oconomic inequality. Ahdd living in poverty does not
attend school in a fit condition to absorb knowledge and pursue opportunitiekey attend
school at all, and if such opportunities are even offered. This leads to being behind other
children who are not in poverty, thiise gap in knowledge, highest education achieved and
future earning potential widens and this cycle repeats.

The child suffers physically and mentally, they don't grow up with the same opportunities as
other children not living in poverty.

Exposure to ime/bad behaviour/violence

> A life of wanting, possibly resulting in criméhe only way they get what they NEED; from
there, crime to get what they WANT, what has been deprived from them.

> Constantly sick, ufed, lack of clothing and shoes, finding hdad concentrate at school,
leaving school early, spending time on the street could be involved in thefts, gangs, and be
this way through to adulthood. This is not what a child deserves.

> Bad start to life with crime been seen as not a problem for them, lesing low esteem
would not give them the confidence to do better at school and grow as a person.

> Broken family, poor health, no high education, lack of proper nutrition, poor qualistyike
and an inability to save money. This will most certairdy f® homelessness or an inability to
afford rent and ultimately can lead to illegal activities such as dfe@ling, burglaries etc. (in
order to get money).

> Child growing up and committing crime, poor health, depression, angry, bitterness.

> Ending up in @ngs, becoming criminal, becoming dependant on drugs/alcohol. Really not
having a chance in life because-oige took care of them as a child.

> Growing up learning to steal, become involved in gangs/drugs. Or just lead to a cycle of them
being unemployed ahtheir children growing up in poverty too.

> Poor health of the child, abuse of the child, lack of education received by the child, the wrong
attitude to society in which they live and criminal activity being shown to them as the only
way to live and makeheir way in the world.

> Stealing to survive, joining a gang, ending up homeless, not having the stamina and energy to
focus at school.
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Hunger/malnutrition

>

Being under nourished for food, affecting their learning ability. Not having a home that is
supporive of education and available money for other important activities that are at school
that provide other skills that aren't taught. Social skills, money skills, team work, self
motivation etc.

Hardship such as inadequate clothing (cold in winter) Feelifeyior because of being
shabby. Lacking essential nutrients. Bad diet. Possible obesity due to fizzy drink and fatty,
salty, sugary food. (Though how anyone can say that fast food is the cheapest option, | don't
know, and who needs fizzy when theréigely water in NZ?).

Hunger, being more prone to iliness & infections, nutritional deficiencies affecting growth, 1Q,
mood & energy levels leads to physical, mental, and emotional issues. Might not do so well at
school etc.

Hungry, cold children are morkkely to get sick and MUCH less likely to be able to
concentrate at school to gain a good education.

Inability to grow well in all aspects of living; mentally, physically, emotionally...
Inadequate nutrition/clothing/healthcare/opportunity.

Lack of prope nutrition causing poor scores in school, lack of energy to be able to

concentrate, participate in sport and be motivated. Poor housing contributes to illness
through damp and unsanitary conditions. Obesity from eating the cheapest of the cheap due
to insufficient funds to buy nutritious food. Violence from frustration of not having as much

as others... whether it is food, clothing or toys.

Malnutrition, illness, lack of education, violence, crime, prison, death.

Poor nutrition which impairs developmeand hinders learning leading to low education
levels and poor income in the future. A sense of overall hopelessness watching parents and
others in their community struggle. More childhood illness and or chronic illness due to poor
housing + nutrition leadg to impaired development and having to miss school. More likely to
turn to drugs/alcohol/crime due to poor circumstances.

Cycle of poverty/welfare dependency/bad for society

>

Any child living in poverty has an uphill battle to get out of the poverty daragh many often
repeat the same mistakes their parents made, poor health is often a result of poverty.

Bad Health, abuse, lowelfesteem poor learning skill, poor social skills, poor decision
making, being caught up in the cycle of poverty and / or welffependence, poor positive
outlook.

Cyclic dependency on the state, increased crime, poor health and decreased education levels.

Poor health diseases that will affect child when they are adutesentment of not having
what they see others have, faljininto a cycle of poverty into the negeneration. Crime
delinquencyabuse, break up of families because they can't cope with cost of child rearing.

Poor housing, nutrition and financial situation inhibit learning, development and educational
opportunities, resulting in poor job and life opportunities which feed the circle of poverty to
the next generation.

The child could turn to crime, loselfesteem bullying of them, them bullying others to take
stuff, endless cycle of the poor and impoverished stathat way for generations.

They might become sicklepressedmalnourished/angry with their parentsfamily/ friends/
spousesthe world. They might get stuck in a cycle of poveatylise/neglect and so it will
continue with their children.
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Neglect/lack of clothes/adequate housing
> Children not having access to things that will help them grow and develop into good adults.

> The effects for a child living in poverty can be devastatifighe bare necessities are not
provided for, not only can the childecome physically underdeveloped, but the child can
develop a variety of social disorders/misfunctions, which can then lead onto more serious
issues. Child poverty is a symptom of ignorance and carelessness on the part of the parent,
and instead of treatig the symptoms, we should try and address the underlying issues.

Abuse (domestic/child)

> Poor health, poor education, lepaid job, high likelihood to suffer abuse, higher likelihood to
be a victim of crime.

> Hunger, abuse, truancy, poor clothing, sleem@ngngements lack of love and care.

> Low IQ, low selésteem, high likelihood of living on a benefit and continuing the cycle, high
likelihood of abuse, crime and other negative social behaviour.

> Poverty trap, vicious cycle, child abuse.

Drug/smoking/drinking issues
> Bad education, creating a cycle of welfare dependency, poverty and substance abuse.

> Ending up in gangs, becoming criminal, becoming dependant on drugs/alcohol. Really not
having a chance in life because-oioe took care of them as a child.

> Living a whole life in poverty. Higher chances of getting involved with drugs and crime. Higher
risk of become obese and living unhealthy lifestyles.

> Low literacy rate if they left school early to work, perhaps turn to crime to supplement low
income e.g. drgs.

Removing from parents/CYFs
> It was great for me | learnt a lot of lessons that will stick for life but | was always quite worried
aboutCYBE, dying or jail.

> Starvation. In serious cases where children's basic needs aren't met Child Youth and Family
sewices may need to step in and remove the child from their home and into the care of
someone who can.

Other varied comments

> The child would be able to grow up knowing that life can be hard but that all is possible. There
are plenty of examples.

> People shold not be paid to have children (benefit€hildren are not an income. If you can't
afford to have children then don't have them. Sick of kids being neglected in NZ. The parents
do a shit job in bringing up their kids in poverty and teeg up beingk S NX aid s2F &2 0AS
problem.

> Grow vegies in a gardenp shop for cheap clothing.

> Not owning a PS or Xbox.
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3.5 Signs of Poverty

Almost allrespondentssaid thesignsfor a child living in povertwould be that the child:
1 Lacks food, adequate clothing and ettbasic essentials (97%)

Other signs of a child living in poverty perceived as almost as sivereg
1 Going to school without breakfast or lun¢a3%)

1 Parents or caregivers who can't afford to take them to the doctor when they are sick
or buy them medigies(92%)

9 Lives in cold and damp housi(#2%)

. e e Most of Some .
A sign of a child living in povert) Yes the offhe No Don't

might be that the child: time time know

Lacks food, adequate clothing al

. . 97% 69% 28% 0% 3%
other basic essential

Is going to schdawithout 93% 5204 40% 50 206
breakfast or lunch
Has parents or caregivers wi

can't afford to take thgm to the 92% 51% 40% 6% 204
doctor when they are sick or by
them medicines

Lives in cold and damp housii  92% 52% 3% 4% 4%

Lives in a family on a wetta

) 86% 44% 42% 10% 4%
benefit

Lives in a working family on a lo
wage

85% 30% 55% 11% 4%

Does poorly or gets left behind :

84% 35% 49% 12% 4%
school

Has parents or caregivers wi
cannot afford to pay for after
school activities like sport, mus
or cutural activities

80% 45% 35% 17% 3%
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Demographic variationsn perceptions of signs c child living inpoverty

Younger respondents werkess likelyto agreethat a sign of child living inpoverty most of
the time might be that the child

1 Does poaoly or gets left behind at school
(22%aged under 35 yeaompared to 3% overall

Womenwere more likelythan mento agreethat a sign of povertynost of the timeisthat a
child:

9 Lives in cold and damp housing
(58%of women compared td5% of men)

1 Isgoing to school without breakfast or lunch
(56%o0f women compared to &% of men)

9 Parents or caregivers who cannot afford to pay for aftehool activities like sport,
music or cultural activities
(48% of womercompared to42% of men
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3.6 Personal Exgrience

Aquarter (2%) said theypersonally know o& child or children living in poverty.

Thinking of your own experience, do you personally
know of any child or children living in poverty?

24%

M Yes
No
H Don't Know

Demographic differences
1 Womenwere more likely than men to personally know children living in poverty
(28% of womengcompared to20% of men)

1 Respondents in the South Island were more likely to personally know children living in
poverty 80%), while those in Auckland weless likely- 18% said they personally knew
children in poverty

Do you personally know of any child or childréwing in poverty?

Region & Auckland Lower Nth Restof Southls| Female Male
Gender Is Nth Is

Yes 18% 28% 23% 30% 28% 20%
No 76% 67% 66% 64% 65% 73%
Don'tknow 7% 6% 11% 6% 7% 7%

Reasons for Child Poverty
Thequarter £4%) who indicated they did know child living in poverty were asked which of
a list of factors wer¢he main reasons why thehdd they know lives in poverty.

The main reason given was an abusive immediate environm@@t)/followed by the high
cost of living (63%), unemployed parsnbr caregivers @%0) and not spending money
wisely (2%).
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Which of the following do you think are the main reasons why
the child you know lives in poverty?
Abusive immediate environment Y 72%

High cost of living
Unemployed parents/care givers
Not spending money wisely

Inadequate disposable income

Alcohol and drug abuse at home

Restricted government benefits

Poar parenting
Poor housing

Problem debt
Chaotic parenting
Neglect

Over-crowding at home
Poor health

Family bad luck

Other WW5%

W 17%

Other reasons mentionedy individualsvere:

Solo mother who only has had minimum wage jobs which are not enough to raise a child on.

After a time out of work it is impossible to get back into the workforce

Substance abuse/mental health issues/children with high needs and the inability to work due
to this (ot necessarily a recognised and diagnosed behaviour)

>

> Solo parent

> Parents involved vVth gangs
> Having too many kids

> OverpricedNZgoods and services
> Immoral behaviour

>

>

> Alow wage

> Caregiver smoker

> Ignorance

>

Going to churches who DEMAND a portion of their money. Polynesians are the ones seriously
caught up in this scam and intimidation. People STUPID enough to geteithvath "destiny"

church. Tieir DESTINY is Poverty and misery while thatthiémaki gets RICH by pocketing all

their money.

Demographic variation
1 Respondents from the South Island wéess likely to sathe main reasorwhy the

child they know lives ipovertyis unemployed parents or care givers
(50%compared to theaverage 063%)
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3.7 Government and Mediattention Paid to Child Poverty

Respondents were askadhetherthey agreel or disagreé with a series of statements.

1 Despite less than two fifth€38%) indicating that &ild poverty in New Zealand ranks
among the worst in the developed world is still viewed as an important issue.

1 Three quarters (75%) agreed thatild poverty is an important issue in New Zealand
and a fifth (19%) agreed thecurrent government is doing enough to address child
poverty in New Zealah

1 Thirty percent agreed that child poverty in New Zealand is taken very seriously by the
current government, and a fifth £26) havefull trust and confidence in this
government reducing chd poverty in New Zealand

1 Nearly half(46%)agreed that child poverty in New Zealand is getting plenty of media
attention, andtwo-fifths agreedwhat they have seen and heard in the media has
greatly influenced their thinking about child povertyo{a).

M Total agree M Total disagree

. . . . . 75%
Child poverty is an important issue in New Zealand

Child poverty in New Zealand is getting plenty of
media attention

What | have seen and heard in the media has greatly
influenced my thinking about child poverty

Child poverty in New Zealand ranks among the worst
in the developed world

Child poverty in New Zealand is taken very seriously
by the current government

I have full trust and confidence in this government
reducing child poverty in New Zealand

The current government is doing enough to address
child poverty in New Zealand.
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Please state whether you agree or disagree with the following statements:

Strongly Neither . Strongly | Don't
Agree | agree, nor| Disagree .
agree . disagree| know
disagree

_Chlld poverty is an importan 37% 39% 13% 5% 4% 3%
issue in New Zealand
Child poverty in New Zealan
is getting plenty of media 8% 37% 23% 23% 5% 3%
attention
What | have seen and hearc
in the media has greatly 7% 3206 38% 15% 5% 1%

influenced my thinking abou
child poverty

Child poverty in New Zealan
ranks amonghe worst in 12% 26% 22% 20% 7% 13%
the developed world

Child poverty in New Zealan
is taken very seriously by the 5% 26% 26% 26% 12% 6%
current government

| have full trust and
confidence in this

. . 4% 18% 26% 28% 20% 4%
government reducing child
poverty in New Zealand
The current government is
doing enough to address 506 14% 23% 3206 18% 7%

child poverty in New
Zealand.

Demographic variations
Child poverty is an important issue in New Zealand
1 Women(79%) wee more likely thaimen (71%)to agree overdl

Child poverty in New Zealand is taken very seriously by the current government
1 Thoseess likelyto agree compared to the average (30%) were:

- Aged25 to 34 year olds @nototal agree)
- On annuahousehold incomeander $40,00q21%total agree)

1 Southlslanders were more likely to disagree (45% compared to 38% overall)
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Child poverty in New Zealand ranks among the worst in the developed world
1 Thosemorelikely to agreeoverall were:

- Living in the South Island4% compared to 38% overall)
- Women (42%are nore likely agree than men (33%)

1 Aucklandersvere lesslikely to agree (31%greed

Child poverty in New Zealand is getting plenty of media attention
1 Thoseesslikely to agreeoverall were:

- Aged under 35 years (32% compared to 44% overall)
- Women (3%compared t049% of men)

I have full trust and confidence in this government reducing child poverty in New Zealand
1 Thoseesslikely toagreeoverall were:

- Women (B% compared to 26% of men)
- Aged 35 to 4 years (14% agree compared t292 overall)
- On lowv household incomesl(% of those on less than $20,000 total agree)

1 South Islanders were more likely to disagree (55% disagreed), while Aucklanders were
less likely to disagree (38%).

Full T&C in Govt reducing Rest d South

child poverty in NZ Auckland Lower NI NI Island All NZ
Disagree 38% 51% 49% 55% 47%
Neither agree, nor disagre,  30% 28% 22% 23% 26%
Agree 27% 17% 22% 20% 22%
Don't know 5% 3% 7% 2% 4%

The current government is doing enough to address child poverty in New Zealand
1 Thosedesslikely to agreeoverall were:

- On low household incomed @5 of those on less than $20,000 agtemompared to
19% overall

- Women (B%agreed compared to 23% of men)

1 Conversely:

- 54% of women and 2% of merdisagreedhe current government is doing enough to
address child poverty in New Zealand

- People living in the South Island were more likely to disags8% compared to 3%
overal)
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3.8 PublicAwareness oProgrammes to Reduce Child Poverty

Respondents were shown a list interventions or programmes aimed ag¢ducing child
poverty in New Zealandnd asked wwich they were aware ofOnly six percent had not
heard of anyof the programmes

i Public awareness was highest for free milk in schodof8and freedoctor visits
(80%)for children under 6 (increasing t@ZXrom July 201p

1 More than twothirds (69%) were aware of the KidsCan programmes, antbst
three-fifths (58%) had heard ofiprovements to housing like subsidised insulation

1 Only ten percent were aware oflaptingthe Commissioner for Children's Repor

Awareness oProgrammes or Interventions to Reduce Child Poverty in New Zealand

Free milk in schools 82%

Free doctor visits for children under 6 (increasing to
13 from July 2015)

80%

KidsCan programmes donating shoes and raincoats

Improvements to housing like subsidised insulation

Volunteers helping in schools and communities

Increasing tax credits for families with young
children

Targeting business to help provide food

Media Campaigns

Targeting politicians to change policy

Other housing initiatives like Curtain Bank 15%

i Public awareness
of programme or

Adopting Commissioner for Children's Report intervention

None of these
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Demographic variationsn awareness of interventions
Please note the demographic tablase included in the Appendix.

Free milk in schoolg 82% awareness

)l

Thoselesslikely to be awaref free milk in schoolgrere:
Living in Auckland76%)

Men (78% aware compared to 86%wbmen)

On household incomes less than $20,008)

Aged under 35 year32%

Free doctor visitg 80% awareness

1

Thosemoreaware2 ¥ FTNBS R20i02NNa @Ararida ¢SNB

Living in the lower North Island6%)

Women (85% aware compared to 74% of men)

Thosdesst A1 St& (2 06S IgFNBE 2F FTNBS R2002NDa
On household incomes less than $20,000 (68%)

Aged under 35 years (65%)

Kid€Canprogrammesg 69% awareness

1
1

Women (®%)were more likely than men (62%) to kewareof KidsCan

Those aged 18 to 24 years wéesslikely to be aware of KidsCan (62%)

Improvements to housing like subsidised insulatiq®8% aware

)l

Thosemore aware of inprovements to housing like subsidised insulation were
Women(64%compared to 53% of mgn
Aged over 45 years (69%)

Awareness of subsidised insulation increaséh age:

AGE ‘18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55+ ‘ All Nz

Aware‘ 38%  42%  51%  64% 75%\ 58%

Thos lesslikely to be aware o$ubsidised insulatiowere:
Aged unde#d5 years 43%)
On household incomes less than $20,004%6)
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Volunteers helping in schools and communitied3% aware

1 Those aged 55+ weraore likely to be aware of volunteers (57%), Wehihose aged
25 to 34 years werkesslikely to be aware (29%).

Increasing tax credits for families with young childre2% aware
1 Thoseesslikely to be aware were:
- Aged 1835 years (32%)
- On household incomes less than $20,000 (28%)

Targeting busines to help provide food, 29% aware
1 Thoseesslikely to be aware were:
- Agedunder 45 years (19%)
- On household incomes less than $20,000 (20%)

Media Campaigng, 26% aware
1 South Islandrswere morelikely to be awaref mediacampaigns35%)
1 ¢K24S BHGIEKSFTANKS b2NIK LatlyR 02dzidaARS
were less likely to be aware (18%)

Targeting politicians to change poliay19% aware
1 Thosemorelikely to be aware of targeting politicians to change policy were:
- Living in the Soutksland (25%)
- Aged 55 + (27%)

Other housing initiatives like Curtain Bank15% awareness
1T Women(19% were more aware than men (11%)

1 People living in the South Island (21%) and lower North Island (21%) were more aware
than those in Auckland (9%) and re$iNworth island (9%)

1 Thosedesslikely to be aware were:
- Younger (8% aware aged under 35 years)
- On household incomes less than $20,000 (6%)

Adopting theCommissioner foK A f RR&poyt Q8% aware

1 Those aged unde35 yearswvere lesslikely to be aware4%)
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Members of the public were askedWw effectivethey think variousprogrammesare at
reducing child poverty. (They were only asked about ones they were aware of.)

1 The majority thought all the programmes anderventions listed weresomewhat
effective at reducing child povertybut the standout programme ifree doctor
visits.

1 Almost all(92%)said that fee doctor visits for children under 6 (increasing to 13
from July 2015gre effective at reducing child perty, and over haf (52%)thought
free doctor visitsarét S NE SFFSOUAOSE o

In your opinion, how effective are these programmes at reducing child poverty?

Proarammes/interventions TOTAL Very Somewhat| Not very Don't |Aware
g EFFECTN effective effective | effective  know n=

Free doctor visits for

children under 6 (increasing| 92% 52% 40% 6% 2% 803

to 13 from July 2015)

NEECE I EMIES 88%  33% 55% 10% 3% | 697

donating shoes and raincoa

Volunteers hgl_plng in schoo 88% 28% 60% 10% 204 431

and communities

Targgtlng business to help 83% 18% 65% 14% 3% 281

provide food

Improvements to housing | go0,  5g0, 549, 16% 2% | 574

like subsidised insulation

Free milk in schools 79% 26% 53% 18% 3% 826

Otheri housing initiatives like 28% 17% 61% 18% 1% 150

Curtain Bank

Adgmngl Commissioner for 76% 2204 54% 14% 10% 104

Children's Report

Incrglasmg_ tax credits for 76% 2204 54% 21% 2% 400

families with young children

Media Campaigns 70% 11% 5% 27% 3% 259

Targeting p_oI|t|C|anS to 66% 15% 519 31% 2% 179

change policy

Demograhic variation
Increasing tax credits for families with young childcemomen (82%)were more likelythan
men (70%]jo saythese are effective.
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3.10 Open Access or Targeted Programmes?

Respondents were askeshether four specificprogrammes(free milk, free dotor visits,
subsidised insulatigrand tax creditsshould be universallgpplicableto all children in New
Zealand or onlyd certain defined target groups.

The majority thought two should be universally applicable to all children:
1 Fee doctor visits fochildren under 1&77%)
1 Free milk in schook¥4%)

Whereas opinion was divideg&nd almost half said the following programmes should be
applicable only to a defined target group

1 Improvements to housing like subsidised insulaij$6%)

9 Tax credits fordmilies with young children (46%)

In your opinion, should the programmes listed below be universally available across the board
to all children in New Zealand or only to certain defined target groups?

3%

l | 6% | 8%
14%
19% 14 Don't know
H Applicable only
to a defined
77% 74% target group
46% 41% 4 Universally
applicable to all
children
T T 1
Free doctor Free milkin Improvements Tax credits for
visits for schools to housing like  families with
children under subsidised young children
18 insulation
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Demographic variations
Free doctor visits for children under 18
1 Thosemorelikely to support universal applicability were:
Women (8% compared to 74% afien)
Aged 18 to 24 years (90%)

Tho® aged 55 years or older wetesslikely to agree free doctor visits should be
universally applicable 886 compared to 77% overall)

E ]

Free milk in schools

1 Aucklanders werdesslikely to support universal applicability9® compared to 74%
overall)

Improvements to housing likeubsided insulation

T Those aged 55 years or older weless likely than average to support universal
applicability (3% compared to46% overall)

Tax creditdor families with young children
1 Thosemorelikely to support universal apipability of tax credits were
- Women (44% compared to 36% of men)

- [AGAY3 Ay GKS aNBal mdinly préviNdeKareasdoutsidé R¢ O p m
Auckland, and the lower North Island

1 Thosedesslikely to agredax creditsshould be universal were:
- Livirg in households with incomes less than $20,@&{compared to41% overall)
- Aged 55 years or oldeB4%)
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3.11 Agreement with Tax Increases

Respondents were asked to indicatee extent to whichthey agreeal or disagred that f
reducing child poverty ilNew Zealand means that we all need to pay more tax, wtheg
agreeor disagree with this?

Opinion wadivided;over a third agreedhat reducing child poverty means we all need to
pay more tax36%) but slightly more disagrek(38%),and aquarter were undecided (26%
YySdziN}¥ £ 2NJ R2y Qi {1y2600®

Demographic variations
1 Those more likely to agree (or strongly agree) we all need to pay more tax were:
- Aged 18 to 24 years (51%)

- Men (£%compared to womer{31%)

If reducing child poverty in New Zealand means that we all need to pay
more tax, to what extent would you agree/disagree with this?

L4 Neutral or

9 25% 269
27% . = don't know

H Total
Disagree

4 Total Agree

Women Men All NZ
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